into battle
mentioned, was not only reasonable at the time, but has, I believe,
saved us in the upshot from a most disastrous entanglement. It
often happens in war that an operation which is successful on a
small scale becomes vicious if it is multiplied by three, four or
five times. We must be careful not to exhaust our Air Force, in
view of the much graver dangers which might come upon us at
any time, and also not to throw such a strain on our flotillas and
anti-aircraft cruisers as might hamper the general mobility of the
Fleet. There are other waters of which we have to think besides
the Norwegian waters, and I can think of nothing more likely to
bring new adversaries down upon us in other waters than the
spectacle of our being too largely absorbed under the most un-
favourable conditions in a protracted struggle around Trondheim.
Of course, if Sweden had come to the rescue of Norway, if her
troops had entered, as they could easily have done, and if her air
bases had been at the disposal of the Royal Air Force, very different
positions might have been established. There has, unhappily,
never been any chance of that. The Swedish Government, like
many other people, have confined themselves to adverse criticism
of His Majesty's Government. We are now fighting hard for
Northern Norway, and in particular for Narvik, and I will not
attempt to predict how the struggle will go, nor will I give any
information about it all. I will content myself with saying that
the conditions in that area are much more equal so far as ability
to reinforce it is concerned—much more equal and much more
favourable than those which would have developed in Central
Norway.
I must say a word about myhon. and gallant Friend the Admiral,1
to whom we listened with so much pleasure yesterday, when he
made the best speech I have heard him make. I sympathise
intensely with his desire to lead a valiant attack and to repeat in
Scandinavian waters the immortal glories of the Zeebrugge Mole,
but I am sorry that this natural impulse should have led him to
cast aspersions upon his old shipmates and his old staff officers,
Sir Dudley Pound and Vice-Admiral Phillips, and to speak in
disparaging terms of tjiem. I did not know them before I went to
the Admiralty. I went there, as the House knows, on the day
that war broke out. Eight months of war have led me to feel a
very strong and solid confidence in them and also in the Commander-
in-Chief of the Home Fleet, Sir Charles Forbes—confidence in their
capacity and massive good sense and in their knowledge, which is
kept constantly up-to-date by contacts with modern conditions—
1 Sir Roger Keyes.
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